
APRIL CLUB MEETING 

The next Wright Flyers club meeting will be on 

April 24, 2012 at 7:30PM in the Hernwood 

Elementary School. 
 

MINUTES OF MARCH MEETING 

 The WF meeting was called to order by 

President Bob Chase on March 27th, 2012 at 

7:30 pm. There were 12 members in 

attendance. 

 Minutes from the Feb 2012 WF meeting were 

read by Vice President Eddie Shehane and 

accepted as read. 

 The Treasury Report given by Treasurer Andy 

Yurkovich was accepted as read. 
  
Old Business: 

 WF members are asked to review the WF 2012 

Roster to verify that the listed information is 

correct as this also relates to the AMA Charter 

for 2012. 

 There are just a few remaining WF T-Shirts 

still available. 

 The New Wright Flyers lock will be installed 

at the Hernwood main gate entrance this week 

(Thursday)...(take both old & new WF keys 

when heading out to WF airfield!). 

 Nate Smallwood will be asked to review tree 

thinning project for the final phase of tree 

removal. 

 Fall Fun Scale Event date to be decided at 

upcoming meeting. 

 NPR AMA Rules Making will be pushed back 

to July 2012. 
 
New Business: 

 Dave Klein will post area AMA events in 

upcoming WF newsletter. 

 The WF June, July & August monthly 

meetings will be held at the WF Airfield this 

summer. 

 The MA magazine has been upgraded with full 

color photos & provides information to access 

articles on AMA website www.modelaircraft.org. 

 

 

April 2012 

 

 Chi Tran is the 2012 WF Safety Officer. 

 Wright Flyer members are asked to consider 

the Bulk Fuel purchase program through the 

WF Club. (Members can purchase fuel as little 

as a single gallon to full case amounts in 2 or 4 

cycle and with various nitro percentages.) . 

Order amounts can be selected at next WF 

meeting. 

 Safety Tip....Please thoroughly inspect your RC 

aircraft electrical & mechanical setup before and 

after flight sessions.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Show & Tell: 

Kirk Adams brought in his Extreme Flight Extra 

300-EXP (ARF). The airplane has a wing span of 

48" and both he and his wife fly the plane, each 

using a different brand transmitter. 

    

SHOW & TELL 

 
Above, Kirk Adams with his & wife’s Electric 

powered Extreme Flight Extra 300-EXP. 

 

 

WRIGHT FLYERS CLUB IS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF  

THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS OF  

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/


IN MEMORIAM 

 
 Sadly, I must report the passing this month of long 

time club member and good friend to many, Lenny 

Sirkis. Lenny was a meticulous builder who believed 

in using carpenter’s glue rather than CA. A tribute to 

Lenny can be viewed on the WF website.  
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“So many gods, so many creeds, so many paths that 

wind and wind while just the art of being kind is all 

the sad world needs.” (Ella Wheeler Wilcox) 
 

 

BLURB 1 
 Two lawyers went into the restaurant and ordered 

two drinks. Then they got sandwiches out of their 

briefcases and started to eat. The waiter said, 

“Hey, you can’t eat your own sandwiches in 

here!” So the lawyers traded sandwiches. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Walter Hawkins    -   May 08 

 
 

BLURB 2 

  A first grade teacher collected well-known 

proverbs. She gave each child in her class the first 

half of a proverb and asked them to come up with 

the remainder of the proverb. While reading these 

keep in mind that these are first graders..... 6-year-

olds, because the last one is classic!  

1. Better to be safe than.............punch a 5th grader.   

2. Strike while the.....................bug is close.   

3. It's always darkest before......Daylight Saving 

Time.   

4. Never underestimate the power of.......termites.  

5. You can lead a horse to water but...........how?   

6. Don't bite the hand that....................looks dirty.   

7. No news is................................impossible.   

8. A miss is as good as a......................Mr.   

9. You can't teach an old dog new..............math.   

10. If you lie down with dogs, you'll.........stink in 

the morning.   

11. Love all, trust.............................me.   

12. The pen is mightier than the................pigs.   

13. An idle mind is................the best way to relax.   

14. Where there's smoke there's..............pollution.   

15. Happy the bride who.........gets all the presents.   

16. A penny saved is............................not much.   

17. Two's company, three's..........the Musketeers.   

18. Don't put off till tomorrow what............you put 

on to go to bed.   

19. Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, 

cry and.........you have to blow your nose.   

20. There are none so blind as........Stevie Wonder.  

21. Children should be seen and not...........spanked 

or grounded.   

22. If at first you don't succeed....get new batteries.   

23. You get out of something only what you.....see 

in the picture on the box.   

24.Better late than............................pregnant 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ellawheele132263.html


TIPS OF THE MONTH 

 

How to select the correct pilot size 

By: Roy Vaillancourt 

 

  I get many phone calls from fellow modelers looking for a pilot figure to finish off their latest scale or sport 

model. A lot of these callers are not sure what size pilot figure to use in their model that would fit right and 

also make everything “look right”. So I thought I’d put together a few simple rules to help you determine the 

most appropriate size pilot figure. To determine what size pilot figure your plane would require you’ll need 

to know at least one simple dimension of the full size aircraft: the wing span in feet. Once you have this 

dimension, following these simple steps will help you arrive at what size pilot you’ll need for your model. 

  1) Convert the wingspan of the full size plane into inches. (feet X 12 = inches) 

  2) Divide this number by the wingspan of your model (in inches). This number is the “scale factor (SF)” 

that the model is built at. 

  3) Invert this number by placing it below the number 1, thus making a fraction. For example, suppose we 

have a 40 ft wingspan on a full size plane such as a P-47. And for this exercise the model is done at 92 

inches wingspan. If we follow the above steps this is what we get. 

  1) 40 ft X 12 = 480 inches 

  2) 480 / 92 = 5.29 (where 480 is the wingspan of the full size plane, in inches, and 92 is the wingspan of the 

model, in inches) 

  3) 1 / 5.29 this is our “scale factor.” Round this off to 1/5 for the pilot size required. Simple enough, right? 

  The above process will work very well for most types of “scale” models. That is, a model that exists as a 

full size plane. But what do you do if the model is a “model only” kind of plane? A plane like the Lanier 

“Stinger” comes to mind. Well, here we are left to the selection as to what “looks right”. To help you make a 

suitable selection here is a simple chart that will get you a pretty close fit for a lot of scale and non-scale 

models. Here are some approximate dimensions for the various sizes of pilots versus their scale factor. All 

these dimensions are based on a full size person of 6 feet tall. These dimensions may vary slightly for 

military vs. civilian pilots or for pilots from different manufacturers. The intent of this chart is to give you a 

rough guide for proper selection. 

                                                                                                

SCALE 

PILOT SIZE  A       B      C      D      E      F 

1/3                    3       3¾    9      11½   6¼   10½ 

1/4                    2½    2¼    7       9½    5¼    9 

1/5                    2       2       5½    7       3¾    7 

1/6                    1¾    23/8   4¾    6       3       6 

1/7                    1½    1¾    41/8   5½    27/8   5¼ 

1/8                    1 ¼   1½    3½    45/8   25/8   4½ 

1/9                    11/8   1½    33/8   4¼    23/8   3¾ 



AT THE FIELD 

 

“Spring has sprung” and in between the wind gusts we’ve had recently, some of us have been able to get into 

the air. Below, I got my first flights for the season with my “Do-U” [a GP U-Can-Do] (photos courtesy of 

Victor Madison). Far below, Victor Madison had changed his new Beech Bonanza to a V-tail configuration 

and had it at the field for the first time. The plane flies as fast as, or faster, than his twin engine Alekto. 

 

 
Below, Phil Munn had his old faithful Ultimate out for some 3D flying. Then, Phil flew an electric powered 

Ultimate that I hadn’t seen him fly before. Further below, Noel Garcia concentrated intently on guiding his 

Cub in through the gusting winds. Noel also had a Piper Pawnee, complete with a sprayer pod mounted to the 

“fuse.” Far below, “Mo” Muhammad flew his big Giles 303 to get his thumbs back for the season ahead. 

 

 

 
  


