
MARCH CLUB MEETING 

The next Wright Flyers club meeting will be on 

April 29, 2014 at 7:30PM in the Hernwood 

Elementary School. 
 

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY MEETING 

 The WF meeting was called to order by 

President Bob Chase on April 1, 2014 at 7:35 

pm. There were 11 members in attendance.  

 Minutes from the Feb. 2014 WF meeting were 

read by President Bob Chase and accepted as 

read. 

 The Treasury Report given by Treasurer 

Andrew Yurkovich was accepted as read. 
  
Old Business: 

 We need a field day to paint starting stands, fix 

pilot boxes, roll field & put down seed & 

fertilizer. 

 We need a volunteer to fill the club secretary 

position. It will not take a lot of your time. 

 Committee to review Constitution and Bylaws. 

 We are still 10 gallons short to make a club fuel 

purchase.  

 Reminder: discussion forum on RC Groups, you 

can post pictures and discuss them or any RC 

topic. 
  
New Business: 

 New flying season is starting; time to check 

your equipment over, at the field let spectators 

know where they can safely observe and 

everyone stay out of the prop arc (motor or 

engine driven).. 

 Club incorporation as non-profit is in process 

and will take 4-8 weeks to complete. Will allow 

for tax deductable donations to be made. 

 Work is going on at the landfill, but is not near 

our cell. 

 State UAV bill does not effect us – concerned 

evidence gathering. 

  Mo & Bob participated in a demo for Liberty 

Rec & Parks. They got a lot of interest and will 

look into starting a kids flying program. 

 Looking into adding enclosed building at the 

field and handicap access. 

April 2014 
 

 Report of Lipo fire while charging, left 

unattended, resulted in modeler burning down 

his trailer home.   
 

Meeting adjourned. 
      

RAFFLE 

 This month’s raffle was a Weller soldering station, 

donated by Weller, that was won by Murad (Mo) 

Muhammad. An additional drawing was held of all 

paid members for a $25 gift certificate to SIG Mfg. 

Co., which was won by Jim Mauro. 

 
 

HOW TO PUNISH YOUR SPOUSE 

 
 

 

 

WRIGHT FLYERS CLUB IS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF  

THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS OF  

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

 



SHOW & TELL 

 
  Leonard Pennisi showed his first Biplane, a 

Dynam foamy. Lenny filled and painted the model, 

so that you cannot tell its foam. 

 

 
  Lenny prepared the plane for its maiden voyage 

the weekend following the meeting and then off it 

goes. A poor quality elevator servo that comes 

installed in the plane is giving Lenny problems and 

needs to be replaced. 

Dave Klein 

[yours truly] 

showed a stand 

designed to 

hang from an I-

beam for 

holding small 

models like 

foamies (photo 

courtesy of 

Lenny Pennisi).   

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

  “The best place in the world is in the arms of 

someone who will not only hold you at your best, 

but will pick you up and hug you tight at your 

weakest moment.” (Unknown) 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 
Walter Hawkins    -   May  8 

Robert Buchanan  -   May 16 
 

BLURB 1 
  After every flight, pilots fill out a form called a 

gripe sheet, which conveys to the mechanics 

problems encountered with the aircraft during the 

flight that need repair or correction. The mechanics 

read and correct the problem, and then respond in 

writing on the lower half of the form what remedial 

action was taken, and the pilot reviews the gripe 

sheets before the next flight. Never let it be said 

that ground crews and engineers lack a sense of 

humor. Here are some actual logged maintenance 

complaints and problems as submitted by Qantas 

pilots and the solution recorded by maintenance 

engineers. P = The problem logged by the pilot and 

S = The solution and action taken by the 

maintenance engineers. 

P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement. 

S: Almost replaced left inside main tire. 

P:  Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 

S:  Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 

P:  Something loose in cockpit. 

S:  Something tightened in cockpit. 

P:  Dead bugs on windshield. 

S:  Live bugs on back-order. 

P:  Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 

S:  Evidence removed. 

P:  DME volume unbelievably loud. 

S:  DME volume set to more believable level. 

P:  Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 

S:  That's what they're there for. 

P:  IFF inoperative. 

S:  IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 

P:  Suspected crack in windshield. 

S:  Suspect you're right. 

P:  Number 3 engine missing. 

S:  Engine found on right wing after brief search. 

P:  Aircraft handles funny. 

S:  Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and 

be serious. 

P:  Noise coming from under instrument panel. 

Sounds like a midget pounding on something with 

a hammer. 

S:  Took hammer away from midget. 



 

TIPS OF THE MONTH 

 

1. SQUARING THE TAIL 

Author unknown 

 

  The hardest step in any ARF assembly is 

generally installing the horizontal stabilizer. It 

needs to be slotted into the fuselage in the 

correct order with the elevator and squared in 

several axes before gluing. Do this wrong and 

the stab will be misaligned, which can alter the 

flying performance of the model, and will 

definitely mar its appearance. The technique 

that I use is to first level the stabilizer with the 

wing tube or complete wing. 

  I rarely find any stabilizer perfectly level with 

the wing tube, and often find the stab slots 

slightly loose, requiring a small shim to tighten 

it up for best adhesion. In the case of a loose 

slot, adding a 1/64 or 1/32 sheet balsa shim to 

the opening will tighten it up nicely. To level 

the stabilizer, you’ll need to first compare it to 

the wing tube or wings viewed from in front of 

or behind the model. It is usually very obvious 

if the stab is askew when viewed from this 

angle. You’ll need to shim the top of one side 

of the stab and the bottom of the other to adjust 

for level. In the case of a perfect fitting stab 

slot, you may need to sand the material opposite 

the shim to allow the stab to level fully. For this 

step, a Popsicle stick with sandpaper glued to 

one side makes a nice sanding tool. My favorite 

shim material is cardstock, as it is easy to layer, 

very thin, and readily adheres to wood and 

covering materials. 

With the stabilizer shimmed level and centered 

in its slot in the fuselage, you now need to 

square it with the wing when viewed from 

above. I prefer to eyeball it initially as I 

generally get the alignment very close using 

this method. Once close by eye, I use four 

Tpins placed into the stabilizer against the 

fuselage at the leading and trailing edges to 

temporarily lock it in place. This ensures that if 

I accidently bump something I don’t have to 

start the process over. 

As a final confirmation, I measure from the 

aileron hinge line at the tip of one wing to a point 

on the stab, typically the elevator hinge line or an 

obvious point on the tip of the stabilizer. 

Compare with the other side, making small 

adjustments until I’m happy mathematically and 

visually with the alignment. A secondary 

measurement technique is to use string attached 

to a single spot on the firewall and measured aft 

to the tips/hinge line of each stab. I find that by 

combining both physical measurement and visual 

observation that I’m able to align the components 

extremely close to perfect every time. 

I prefer to wick thin CA for the final gluing 

instead of epoxy, but if you choose slow setting 

glue, you’ll need to adequately mark the location 

on the stab itself for reassembly once the glue is 

applied. As a side note, if you are required to 

remove any covering, use a soldering iron to 

“cut” the covering instead of a hobby blade. It is 

very easy to score and weaken the wood with a 

blade.  

 

Before you can go out and fly our new 

creation, you must ensure that the final 

assembly is straight. Each pair of dimensions 

should be equal. 

 

 

2. Attached is Bob’s Famous First Flight of 

Season Check List  

 

BLURB 2 

  The Teacher had asked the class to write about an 

unusual event that happened during the past week. 

Little Johnny got up to read his. It began, "My 

daddy fell in our well last week." 

"Good Lord!" the teacher exclaimed. "Is he OK?" 

"He must be," said Little Johnny. "He stopped 

calling for help yesterday." 

 



Airplane Test Flight or First Flight of Season 

Check List 

 

General Condition and Overall Appearance 

___ Check covering for Tightness & holes 

___ Correct wheel size & Wheel Collar security 

___ Wing & Tail Alignment 

___ CG – fore & aft – Tip to Tip 

___ All Screws & Nuts Tight 

___ Wing Bolts snug & Rubber Bands Fresh 

___ Integrity of Servo Tray or Mounts 

___ Name, Address and AMA Number in or on Aircraft 
 

Structural 

___ All hinges secure, Ail, Ele, Flap, Rudder 

___ All Glue Joints Solid 

___ All nuts changed to “self-lock “ or nylock type, where possible. 
 

Servos and Control Surfaces 

___ All clevises secured with keepers 

___ “Quick Connects “(where used) Secure & Locktited 

___ Check all Surfaces for correct direction of travel 

___ Check all surface & Throttle for Binding 

___ Check Nose or Tail wheel for proper Operation 

___ Check servos for interference with wires or structure 

___ Check all servo arms are screwed down and fit properly 

___ Check All control horns for tightness 
 

Engineer & Fuel System 

___ Engine mount secure to firewall 

___ Easy access to Carb. and Needle Valve 

___ Muffler Secure to Engine 

___ Prop Secure & Free of Nicks and Cracks 

___ Spinner secure and NOT in contact with prop 

___ Engine Broken-in and Running Properly 

___ Tank Proper Size, Secured and Isolated with foam, and clunk free to move 

 

Radio & Batteries 

___ Receiver and Transmitter batteries have full charge 

___ Receiver wrapped in foam & properly secured 

___ Receiver – Battery properly secure in foam 

___ Antenna extended and free from nicks and breaks 

___ Full Range Check (Ant. Collapsed for 72 Mhz; reduced power mode for 2.4 Ghz) 

___ Transmitter trims centered 

___ Buddy-Box, if used, check correct direction of travel for each channel used 

___ Buddy-Box, remove crystal to prevent possible interference. 
 

Ground Crew or Instructor initials: _________ 

Aircraft Owner: _______________________________________ 

Aircraft Model & Engine Type& MFG: ____________________ 

 


