
SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING 

The next Wright Flyers club meeting will be on 

Saturday, September 28, 2013 at 12:00 Noon, at 
the WF Field. Food and beverages will be served.  

Our annual fun scale contest will follow lunch. 
 

MINUTES OF AUGUST MEETING 

 The WF meeting was called to order at 12:15pm 

at the WF field on August 24th, 2013 by Pres. 

Bob Chase.  

 The minutes of the July 2013 meeting were 

read and accepted as read. 

 The treasurer’s report was read by Pres. Bob 

Chase and accepted as read. Figures comparing 

our August 2013 treasury status were provided. 
  
Old Business: 

 The gate condition was reported to solid waste 

and they will take care of it. 

 Steve Smith is doing well and has cut the grass at 

least once. 

 The schedule for our last two events of the year 

is: Picnic September 14th and the Fun Scale 

Contest and the September Club meeting will be 

on Sept. 28th. The meeting will be in the morning 

[NOON] and the contest afterward. 

 Bob has begun to explore the process of getting a 

grant from the AMA for a handicapped parking 

area. 

 There has been no movement on The UAV Bill in 

the Maryland legislature. 

 Solid Waste has begun a clean-up around the 

landfill and we need to mark the tree we want 

removed. 
  
New Business: 

 We need programs for our winter meetings, 

and soliciting members to contribute making a 

presentation on topics such as: use of a tool, or 

a building technique, or finishing technique, or 

care and feeding of batteries, etc. 

 

September 2013 

 Club build to be a flat foamy f-14 with swing 

wings. We will consult with Vic, who has built 

one. 

 We will explore an indoor venue, with Rec and 

Parks, for winter flying.  
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Show & Tell: 

 There was no show and tell this month. 

      

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 
Noel Garcia       -  October 19 

Eddie Shehane   -  October 21 

Neil Cooke         -  October 21 

Phillip Munn      -  October 22 
 

 
“Gesundheit” 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
“Some scientists claim that hydrogen, because it is 

so plentiful, is the basic building block of the 

universe. I dispute that. I say there is more 

stupidity than hydrogen, and that is the basic 

building block of the universe." (Frank Zappa)  
 

BLURB 1  

  “Now, that looks like a happily married couple.” 

remarks the husband. 

  “Don’t be too sure, my dear. They are probably 

saying the same thing about us,” replied his wife. 

WRIGHT FLYERS CLUB IS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

OF BALTIMORE COUNTY 



 TIP OF THE MONTH    
  The danger of a propeller strike is ever present, 

whether it driven by an engine or a motor. We all 

know it, but become lax when we are rushed, 

frustrated by a balky engine, distracted or become 

complacent. Almost everyone has, or will reach 

through the arc of the prop to adjust the needle 

valve or remove a glow lighter, and how stupid do 

we feel after having done so. 

  One reason we are neglectful of the prop arc is 

that we can’t see it. A mono-color prop becomes 

practically invisible when it is rotating, so it is 

important to paint the tips of the prop with a 

contrasting color.  

  I’d tell you not to reach over the pro to remove the 

glow lighter or adjust the needle valve, but I know 

you won’t stop doing it anyway. It is, however, a 

lot safer to do those activities from behind the prop 

rather than from in front of it. 

  “Electrics” are a lot more insidious. An 

electrically powered motor can come to life at any 

time once it has been armed, even without touching 

the throttle, as occurred this month at the field. The 

event occurred with a Spectrum radio, and maybe 

it’s peculiar to that brand and maybe not. The 

transmitter was turned on first, as it should be and 

was followed by the LiPO battery being connected 

to the ESC in the plane. The motor sang its “I’m 

armed” melody and the plane was ready for action. 

The transmitter was sitting on the flight stand and 

had not been disturbed. The pilot noticed a problem 

with the landing gear and proceeded to fix that 

problem. Some time had passed and the transmitter 

initiated a warning signal that it had been left on 

without any control inputs having been made. 

Without thinking the pilot “automatically” turned 

off the transmitter. I don’t know if the receiver 

went into fail safe, or whether Spectrum’s just act 

this way, but the motor sprung to life spinning the 

prop into the pilot’s finger. The pilot said, “I know 

this plane does that!” The prop stopped turning and 

copious amounts of smoke emanated from the 

motor. Luckily, I was able to disconnect the battery 

before the condition became catastrophic. 

  So be forewarned, especially Spectrum radio 

owners.  

  There are countless stories of electrically powered 

models suddenly “coming to life” and flying off of 

a workbench or dinning room table. I know I have 

accidently hit the throttle gimbal with my thumb 

when picking up the transmitter and causing my 

plane to lurch forward unexpectedly. You cannot be 

too careful. We must all always treat the prop of an 

electrically powered model, with the battery 

installed, as potentially “coming to life” at ay time.     
 

BLURB 2 
 George Carlin asks.... 

1. Is it good if a vacuum really sucks? 

2. Why is the third hand on the watch called the 

second hand? 

3. If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how 

would we ever know?  

4. If Webster wrote the first dictionary, where did 

he find the words? 

5. Why do we say something is out of whack? 

What is a whack? 

6. Why do "slow down" and "slow up" mean the 

same thing? 

7. Why do "fat chance" and "slim chance" mean 

the same thing? 

8. Why do "tug" boats push their barges? 

9. Why do we sing "Take me out to the ball game" 

when we are already there? 

10. Why are they called "stands" when they are 

made for sitting? 

11. Why is it called "after dark" when it really is 

"after light"? 

12. Doesn't "expecting the unexpected" make the 

unexpected expected? 

13. Why are a "wise man" and a "wise guy" 

opposites? 

14. Why do "overlook" and "oversee" mean 

opposite things? 

15. Why is "phonics" not spelled the way it 

sounds? 

16. If work is so terrific, why do they have to pay 

you to do it? 

17. If all the world is a stage, where is the 

audience sitting? 

18. If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 

19. If you are cross-eyed and have dyslexia, can 

you read alright? 

20. Why is “bra” singular and “panties” plural? 

21. Why do we put suits in garment bags and 

garments in a suitcase? 

22. How come abbreviated is such a long word? 

23. Why do we wash bath towels? Aren't we clean 

when we use them? 

24. Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the 

bottle? 

25. Why do they call it a TV set, when you only 

have one? 



AT THE FIELD 

  This month we had our annual picnic and the sudden drop in temperatures caught our picnickers off guard. 

From what I understand, Mrs. Pennisi came to the rescue with extra jackets and sweatshirts. Below, the cool 

weather gave everyone a big appetite, as Bob will attest too. A good number of planes were set out on the 

flight line and Nate Smallwood put on a helicopter flying demonstration [they’re always top notch]. Far below, 

Allen Larsen flew his new jet, Chi Tran enjoyed putting his plane through its paces, and Lenny Pennisi keeps 

his eye on his plane as it flies…maybe a little too close overhead. Lastly, someone had a pretty cool engine test 

stand, but I have no information as to who it belongs to. (photos courtesy of Andrew Yurkovich)   

 

 

 

 



 

  Below, Murad (Mo) Muhammad relaxes with his Four Star 60, one of the three “green machines” at the field 

that day. Far below, Vic took a couple of shots of his Gee Bee R3 when he brought to the field for its maiden 

flight. Vic always does his maiden flights secretly, as he wants no spectators.  On the right are the three “green 

machines.” My Extreme Flight MXS (foreground), Noel’s new RV-4 (center) and Mo’s Four Star 60 (rear). 

 

 
Below, Noel prepares to maiden his RV-4. Unlike some people we know, Noel isn’t afraid to have his plane 

photographed during its maiden flight. The plane tracked well on the ground and lifted off quickly.  After a 

couple of turns around the field problems developed, but Noel was able to get the plane back down without 

damage. Far below, Noel then switched to his Piper Cherokee. The plane is speedy and Mo’s Four Star 60 

could not keep up. 

 

 


